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United States Postal Service as first class mail, addressed to the Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, 
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450, on the date indicated below. 
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Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
Dear Sir: 



THIRD SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

UNDER 37 CFR §1. 97(b) 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§1.56 and 1.97(c), Applicants bring to the attention of the 

Examiner the documents listed on the attached Form PTO-1449. This Information Disclosure 

Statement is being filed after the events recited in § 1.97(b) but to the undersigned's knowledge, 

before the mailing date of either a Final Action or a Notice of Allowance. Under the provisions 

of 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(c), this Information Disclosure Statement is accompanied by a certification as 

specified by § 1.97(e), 

As the Office has waived the requirement under 37 CFR §1.98(a)(2)(i) for submitting a 
copy of each cited U.S. patent and each U.S. patent application publication, copies of the listed 
U.S. patent application publications are not included with the submission of attached Form PTO 
08a. Applicants respectfully request that the Examiner consider the listed documents and 
evidence that consideration by making appropriate notations on the attached form. 
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The listed documents include references made of record in an Office Action mailed on 
April 7, 2005 in related U.S. Application No. 10/696,473. A copy of the aforementioned Office 
Action is submitted herewith. 

To the knowledge of the undersigned, no item of information contained in this 
Information Disclosure Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a 
counterpart foreign application, and, after making a reasonable inquiry, no item of information 
contained in this Information Disclosure Statement was known to any individual designated in 37 
C.F.R. § 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing date of this Information Disclosure 
Statement. 

This submission does not represent that a search has been made or that no better art exists 
and does not constitute an admission that each or all of the listed documents are material or 
constitute "prior art. " If it should be determined that any of the listed documents do not 
constitute "prior art" under United States law. Applicants reserve the right to present to the 
Office the relevant facts and law regarding the appropriate status of such documents. 

Applicants ftirther reserve the right to take appropriate action to establish the patentability 
of the disclosed invention over the listed documents, should one or more of the documents be 
applied against the claims of the present application. 

If there is any fee due in connection with the filing of this Statement, please charge the fee 
to our Deposit Account No. 06-1510. 
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•EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. ^ Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). ^ See Kinds Codes of 
USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.Qov or MPEP 901 .04. ^ Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WlPO Standard ST. 3). * For 
Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document, s Kind of document by 
the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WlPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. ® Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language 
Translation is attached. 
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and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce. P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS 
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents. P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 
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